Qualitative ultrasonography of the liver in obese cats.
A prospective study was undertaken to compare the relative echogenicity of the liver and the fat of the falciform ligament in two groups of clinically normal obese cats. In the first group of cats, four of eight normal weight cats were fed a high calorie diet ad libitum for a 12 week period at which time they were considered obese. The liver was hyperechoic when compared to the adjacent fat of the falciform ligament in the obese cats. In the second group of cats, the body condition of a group of eight clinically normal cats was subjectively graded. On ultrasonographic examination, the liver of those cats considered to be overweight were hyperechoic compared to the adjacent fat of the falciform ligament. Results from this study suggest that clinically normal obese cats may have a liver that is hyperechoic relative to the fat of the falciform ligament.